
 

 

Celebrating our 30th year !                      August  2011  

RESTORATION REVIEW  Russ Banush 

GENERAL NEWS 
We were saddened at the sudden death of Joe Leugers on 14 June.  He was a stalwart longtime member and volunteer who was a 

master at restoring static aircraft and the repair needs of flying aircraft.  The legacy of his work will live on through many of our 

displays and the ñflyablesò.  We can look at things he has done and say to ourselves thatôs Joeôs work.  Perfection was his stan-

dard. We miss you, Joe. 

 

PB4Y-2 PRIVATEER 
The port side (i.e., left side) elevator was installed on the aircraft during a dry 

Saturday in June.  This elevator has been painted with official Navy Dark Sea 

Blue coloring.  This will eventually be the color of the whole airplane when fin-

ished. Meanwhile, the Starboard (right side) elevator was removed and brought 

to the big bay area where the SPAD crewôs Bill Rodgers and Chris Curran 

helped Ken Nelson and Doug Imlach replace the fabric.  This time, however, 

Doug and Ken did most of the work as they had been well trained by Mr. Rod-

gers.  A lot of work had to be done in restoring the attachment hardware for both 

elevators, and that including fabricating flanges that were missing! 

Right; Ken Nelson painting starboard elevator after making the repairs 

 

B-24 PROJECT 
More and more sheet metal work is being done in the restoration and rebuilding process.  The Wil-

low Run built mid-section required extensive sheet metal replacement.   This piece will be the sub-

ject on which the team will focus.  We will be adding legs to which casters will be attached so the 

section may be moved around the museum as deemed necessary.  In is intended to reflect both a 

combat aircraft and one in the process of construction at the Ford Willow Run factory.  The aft sec-

tion will have added to it the waist gun stations in which mannequins dressed in sheep lined leather 

flying gear will be used at each fifty caliber gun as an action display.  At the fore end a ñRosie the Riveterò mannequin will be 

deployed to show her at her job of riveting!  We are very excited about the prospects for this display piece as it should attract a lot 

of attention!  Right;  Ralph Koehler at work on the B-24! 

 

SPAD PROJECT 
The upper wings are being completed and more fabric has been added to the fuselage.  

Paint will be applied and insignia reflecting the ñHat in the Ringò should be applied by 

the time you read this.  Great work by the dedicated volunteers associated with the pro-

ject in ñMr. Rodgersô Neighborhood.ò 

 

DC-6B 
In spite of the weather issues with which the restoration team has had to deal, important 

strides have been made in repairing the corrosion on the fuselage.  Bob DuBert has ac-

complished a great deal in just two Saturdays!  His workmanship is superb!  By the time 

this edition arrives, he will have a lot more done, weather permitting, of course. 

The static aircraft in the air park are exposed to the elements 24/7, and they require constant work to keep them presentable.  So, 

the crews have to work under tough conditions with the weather.  Add to this the fact that there are no utilities (i.e., water and elec-

tric), so these must be furnished.  Water is brought to the work is pails and electricity comes from gasoline powered generators.  A 

lot of challenges face these volunteers, trust me!  No one complains, ever! 
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Hangar happenings - newsletter of the yankee air museum  

 

To contact Hangar Happeningôs 
E-mail: hangarhapps@yankeeairmuseum.org  

Phone: (734) 483 -4030   ext 247  

september 2011 issue deadline is august 12th   
But best to have items in August 1 st  or before !                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

YANKEE AIR FORCE BYLAWS  ARTICLE II  -   PURPOSES 
 
The YAF is organized exclusively to obtain, restore, preserve     
and operate historic and vintage aircraft, related components 
for historical research and public educational purposes, and to     
establish a museum to facilitate the public display and        
exhibition of such items.  

Past Dates of Interest  

July 50/50 was won by Roger Peterson who donated it 

to the DC-6 restoration.  Carol Guenther won a book 
about P-38ôs. Jeff Thomas won a $25 gift certificate to 

the Museum store and  Al Hudson and Randy Hotton 
also won books. 

   
        Yankee Air Force, Inc.  
        d/b/a Yankee Air Museum  
        A Non-Profit Organization 
                   501(c)(3)  
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Meeting Schedule  
 

General Membership  
1st Wednesday of Month - 7:30 PM 
Members FREE, non-members $5 

 

Flyable Aircraft Meeting  

2nd  Tuesday of months below - 3:00 PM 
December, March, June, Sept 

 

Board Meeting  
2nd Thursday of Month - 7:00 PM 

 

YAM Dispatch Riders Meeting  
3rd Saturday of Monthð10:00 AM 

 

Staff Meeting  
4th Saturday of Month - 10:00 AM  

All Department Chairs and Managers  
 
 
 

Phone: (734) 483 - 4030 

 

   FAX: (734) 483 - 5076 
www.yankeeairmuseum.org  

 

   Copyright © 2011 Yankee Air Force, Inc.  
 

Opinions expressed by our columnists are rightfully their own  
and do not necessarily reflect the outlook of our entire organization.  

  1 Aug 1945 Largest one-day mission of the war: 784 B -29s 

 of XXI Bomber Command bomb Japanese home 
 islands 

  2 Aug 1990 Iraq invades Kuwait 
  5 Aug 1954 First operational flight of a B -52 

  6 Aug 1945 B-29 Enola Gay bombs Hiroshima 

  8 Aug 1990 First USAF F-15s arrive in Saudi Arabia to  
 initiate Desert Shield 
  9 Aug 1945 B-29 Bockscar bombs Nagasaki 
10 Aug 1944 Indonesia: Longest single-stage combat flight  

 by B-29s (31 from 20th AF) of WWII. Take  
 off from Ceylon on a 4,000-mile round trip to  

 bomb Palembang, Sumatra 

12 Aug 1945 394th B Sqdn. B-24s, with YAM member Stan  
 Wiec , flew its last combat mission of WWII  

15 Aug 1943 Operation Cottage: U.S. forces land on Kiska, 
 Aleutian Islands, Alaska 

15 Aug 1945 Final aerial battle in the Pacific: Six Hellcats of 

 Yorktown are attacked over Tokyoôs Tokurozuna 
 Airfield by 15-20 Japanese planes.  Nine enemy 

 shot down vs. 4 U.S. Navy.  Later in the day,  
 enemy planes approach the ships of TF-38 and 

 are shot down.  143 B-29s of the 315th Bomb 
 Wing are last to bomb.  The plane Uninvited 
 drops the last bombs of the war on the oil  

 refinery at Akita, Honshu 
15 Aug 1945 V J Day: War with Japan ends 

15 Aug 1957 General Nathan Twining named first Chairman 
 of the Joint Chiefs 

17 Aug 1942 First American heavy bomber mission over N. 

 Europe 
19 Aug 1940 First flight of a B-25 

20 Aug 1942 12th Air Force activated for Invasion of North  
 Africa  



 
Executive Director Report -  Randy Hotton 
 
As the summer flies by, this monthôs Executive Directorôs Report follows the fantastic, extraordi-
nary annual Yankee Air Museum Airshow.   That was, of course, the Blue Angles and Thunder 
Over MichiganÊ , as usual they again put on a great show.  This further cements a solid rela-
tionship with the ñBluesò and we hope to see them again in 2013.  The B-17, the B-25 and C-47 
are successfully flying out of our hangar at Detroit Metro Airport, keeping the flying tradition we 
are so well known for.  We are still working with the Michigan Aerospace Foundation on our 
number one goal; a hangar here at Willow Run Airport.  

 
We continue to move toward fulfillment of our 2011 goals set at our January off-site meeting. 
 
 Top four 2011 Goals 
1.  Enhance the visitor Experience with major improvement No Later Than (NLT) Dec 31

st
, one per quarter. 

The Willow Run Story banner exhibit has been enhanced with the additional period artifacts from the Vina 
Greer collection.  These are now on display in cases located in the former steel cage area. 

The Link Trainer exhibit has been refined. The collection and exhibit team has plans to further animate the 
display. 

2. Hire a Development Director NLT April 30
th,

 this goal has been achieved and she has hit the ground running. 
Meetings were held in June to define our future goals. On May 29

th
 we defined our vision statement. 

Velda prepared a ñSurvey Monkeyò to collect information from our staff, members and volunteers on their 
thoughts about the future of the Yankee air Museum.  These collective thoughts were presented at our 
strategy meeting held on June 29

th
 at the Education Center 

Velda is going to collect this input and prepare our new mission statement to present to the Strategy meeting 
to be held on Wednesday August 3rd.  It will then be presented to the Broad of Directorôs at the next board 
meeting. 

We are filing out our database in our ñDonor Perfectò software to allow collection of donor history as part of our 
fundraising program. 

3. Further develop Web Site to pursue E Commerce 

Mike Hudson has been busy collecting fresh material to flush out our Web site with current information. 
He is looking for input from all departments on what is going on in that area. 

4. We looked at a general museum information brochure prepared by Herb Gillen, which will be used at the visitor centers 
found on the expressways as you enter the State of Michigan. 

 

The staff set the following as sub goals for the Museum without completion dates. 

¶ Membership: We had a great recruiting spring and membership stabilized in June. 

¶ Work has started on moving the brick pavers from the Air Park location over to the new Head Quarterôs location, and 
the flagpoles have already been erected on the east end of the parking lot. 
The Museum is now open seven days a week (when the electricity works) and we have seen a steady increase in our visi-
tors. 

 
The flyable aircraft had a busy June and July with visits to Reading, PA, lots of FLEX rides, Gaylord, MI, Owosso, MI, How-
ell, MI Adrian, MI and Kalamazoo, MI 
 
We have become a Smithsonian Institute Affiliate Museum.  This is an enormous endorsement of our direction and gives 
us access to the national network of museum support.  There will a number of additional benefits for Yankee air Museum 
Members and we will let everyone know of these as we get additional information.    
 

General Membership Meetings:   
Those who do not attend our General Membership Meeting are missing an entertaining evening.  In July we had a good 
turnout to hear of Dave Steinerôs trip to the P-38 gathering in California last summer.   
Please come join us for the programs scheduled.  
Aug:   B-24 Bomber Camp - Paul and Joe ñTop Gunò Osentoski will have a PowerPoint and talk about their experiences 
Sep:     Sandra O'Connell Author, An American Family in World War II, will present a B-17 pilotôs letters home 
Oct: ñBent Propò update on search for wrecks in the South Pacific - Flip Colmer 
Nov: Bob Coolbaugh and the story of the Navyôs first airplane the Curtis Pusher flown in 1911 
Dec: John Wukovits on General ñIkeò Eisenhower. 
Jan: Ray Hunter will give an encore presentation on USAF Helicopter operations in Vietnam    
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NEW PRR on Web Page  
The finance committee has developed a new purchase/
reimbursement requisition form.  It is posted on the 
Yankee HQ internal web page where you can download 
it.  Department heads are familiar with PRR procedures 
and rules, and those have not changed. 

Your veterinarian is the best source for up-to-
date pet health care information. Call or check 
our web site:  www.colonialvetclinic.com .  
  
Ask us about discounts on professional ser-
vices for active duty military personnel. 
 
Colonial Veterinary Clinic is again running an 
ad in every month of 2011 HH.  Make sure you 
call them for the very best in veterinary care for 
your pet.   

Teacher & YAM Member David Wayne Given B -17 Model  
 
David Wayne is a 5th grade teacher at Sil-
ver Springs Elementary School in North-
ville, MI.  He brings his kids to YAM as of-
ten as possible, and the Restoration Group 
really enjoys showing them around.   Heôs 
also tasked with a speciall project for the 
kids with the Blue Angels. The parents of 
the kid were so appreciative of Davidôs 
teaching that they decided to present him 
with a model of the Yankee Lady for his ef-
forts.  So Ken Hauser of the Restoration 
Group (life member SPAD project) put one 
together for him so the parents of the stu-
dents could present it.  Dan Kelterborn 
(right at right) is a parent of one of the 
school children. He was responsible for giving the gift to the 
teacher. The Yankee Lady was assembled and completed 
by Ken Hauser (left) for the children of the school. Ken is a 
life member and works in the Restoration 
Group on the SPAD XIII project. 
 
Henni Moses ï docent 

There are a few seats avail-
able for the most awesome 
C-47 trip of the year; The 
Wood, Fabric & Tail-dragger 
fly-in to 64I.   
 
See page 13 for details and 
check out the web site 
ww.leebottom.com.  2010 
was to be the last year for 
this event but Ginger and 
Rich Davidson got more 
help so it will continue to 
celebrate the Golden Age of 
Aviation.  We are going! 

Learn to Fly 
Private Pilot Flight Lessons 
Classic 1978 Cessna 172 

 

(No Garmin distractions) 
 

Contact Randy Hotton 
FAA Certified Flight Instructor 

Pilotyip@aol.com 
734-697-4754 

 
Paid advertisement 

mailto:Pilotyip@aol.com
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    Alvin Killeen  
   July 5, 2011 

    B-17 ball turret           

 gunner 

A nicer gentleman you could 

never know 

Team Drano Will Defend Golf  War Title  
 

The 2011 Yankee Air Museum GOLF WAR will be held in September  27
th
 at 

Selfridge ANGB.  Sponsors and players are needed.  You need not be a low 
handicapper or even have a golf handicap to play in this event.  It is a best 
ball scramble, so just come out to have fun and play a course the public isnôt 
normally allowed on.  Good meal too! 
 

Grand prize drawing for the event is a ride in the B -17.  How many golf 
outings give you that opportunity!  For more information about this event 
contact Dave Steiner dsteiner@blackmoreco.com, or call (800) 874-8660.   

Speaking of Selfridge, Yankee Executive Director Randy Hotton  will be in the cockpit 

of the Lockheed P-3 Orion submarine hunter, the type he flew as a Naval Aviator, at 
the Selfridge Airpark Museum.  The former squadron members of VP 93, now dises-

tablished, help maintain and staff the plane for tours.  VP 93 home page is               
http://home.neo.rr.com/vp93/   or link to it and get more information about the Selfridge 

Museum from www.selfridgeairmuseum.org 

 
 

Security requires driverôs license, registration and 

proof of insurance for your vehicle to get on the base.    
 

Modest admission is charged for the museum/airpark. Get a 
personal tour from Randy on these Sunday afternoon dates.  

 
¶  August 7 
¶  September 4 
¶  October 16 & 30 

Save the date for this 
great event at KONZ  

Tickets go on sale August 11th.  For more informa-

tion go to www.grosseileairport.com  or call the 

township offices (734) 676-4422  
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Kroger Community Rewards: YOU MUST 
REUP FOR 2011/12 STARTING APRIL 2011  
 

Yankeeôs enrollment for the last year ended on April 30, 
2011 so you must re -enroll for the period May 1, 2011 
through April 30, 2012.   This may be done anytime after 

April 1, 2011 but now must be done online.    

Enroll at www.krogercommunityrewards.com. Have your 
Kroger Plus Card number ready (the twelve numbers below 
the barcode) if you already have one.  You will also need 
an email address and you must enter a password of your 
choice.   If you donôt have a Kroger Plus Card you can get 
one immediately at your local Kroger service desk.  The 
Yankee Air Museum registered number is 83614, but Yan-
kee will be on a pull-down list on the registration site. 

This program is for Kroger shoppers in Michigan only.  Just 
make sure you have a Kroger card  registered to Yankee 

Air Museum.  Any friend of Yankee can register.  

 

Yankee Dog Tag Report YTD  
 

The Dog Tag revenues as of June 30 were $3164, and 
thatôs basically for just the month of June.  With 90%+ 
of patrons opting for the silencer ñbootsò too at $1 
each, maybe this year the $12k target will be achieved! 
   If youôd like to become a member of the Dog Tag and 
Retail team and be eligible to be chosen for air show 
trips,  get in contact with Steve Hopper in retail, 
www.retail@yankeeairmuseum.org .  
Interested candidates will be contacted by Steve for 
DT school.   Then put in an app for a show crew. 

YAM DOG TAGGERS  

 

YANKEE AIR  FORCE  

 

$12,000 GOAL FOR 2011 

RENEW 

NOW  
FOR 2011/2012 

Please Sign up online !   

The Membership Department 

needs help! 

 

Well other than the obviouséé.. 

 

The Membership Department needs an able volunteer 

to maintain our Membership records, enter new and 

renewal Membership information and assist with 

mailings.   You must be a current Member, comfort-

able working with computers and confidential infor-

mation and periodically be able to help Jim control 

his computer frustrations.  

For more information, please contact 

jim.race@yankeeairmuseum.org or 

jerace@talkamerica.net. 

Saginaw Valley Air Museum  
The former Saginaw division of YAM is now its own 
non-profit and doing very well at Saginawôs Harry 
Browne Airport (KHYX). Check out their web site 

http://khyx.org/yankee_airforce_saginaw.html 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/
mailto:jim.race@yankeeairmuseum.org
mailto:jerace@talkamerica.net
http://khyx.org/yankee_airforce_saginaw.html
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Volunteer Orientations  
 
Interested in volunteering? The next volunteer orientation sessions are 
scheduled for Tuesday, August 9 and Saturday, August 13.  
 
Orientation sessions are subject to cancellation. If you are interested in 
attending be sure to email us at volunteers@yankeeairmuseum.org . for 
details and confirmation.  

Have you dogged all your friends about signing up ? 

 

Eddie the Terrier may not be the best prospect for Membership but you have to admire the 

initiative.   The excitement and benefits of Membership run all year.   Sign up your best 

friend and become a Yankee Star!   

mailto:volunteers@yankeeairmuseum.org

