
 

 

Italian Bistro Night Sets Record  
 

The seventh Yankee Air Museum Italian 
Bistro night, the first  held in our own home, 
was done under a starry Venetian skyline, 
much to the delight of the near capacity 
crowd.  The backdrop was courtesy of the 
U of M Gilbert & Sullivan Society, used in 
The Gondoliers production April, 2010 at 
Lydia Mendelssohn Theater.  The Couriers 
big band, again sponsored by Bob & Karen  
Hott, was outstanding as always and a 
good time was had by all. 
         There were more dancers (or would-
be dancers) this year than ever before who 

participated in the dance lesson given by the EMU Swing Club 
dancers. Sorry to report for the wine tasting contest that the 
wine tasters again, by and large this year, chose the cheap 
wine over the more expensive wines, but helped the Yankee 
Sommeliers raise $130 for the Museum.  Michael Tindall won 
the 50/50 and made a generous donation back to YAM. 
    Many thanks to all the volunteers who made this event pos-
sible and to Jane Spires their fearless leader. 
    If you missed the event, buy your tickets early next year, as 
it was nearly sold out this year. 

Drano 

Celebrating our 30th year !                      june 2011  

Many thanks to U of M Gilbert & Sullivan Society for loaning Yankee the Venetian Skyline for 

Italian Bistro night.  It was awesome.   For more information about this group that puts on out-

standing G & S productions every December and April go to www.umgass.org  

Top: The gourmet coffee bar 

was something new.   

www.cateredcoffee.com 

 

Left:  Those who entered the 

wine tasting had a chance to 

win a bottle of wine.  Photos 

by Al Hudson except as noted 

The excellent food was provided by Carlson Catering , 

Sterling Services and Elite Catering , all who have 
been supporting this event for several years now.  Many 

thanks to them.  
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Hangar happenings - newsletter of the yankee air museum  

 

To contact Hangar Happeningôs 
E-mail: hangarhapps@yankeeairmuseum.org  

Phone: (734) 483 -4030   ext 247  

july 2011 issue deadline is  june 10 TH  
BUT better to turn in items  june 1 st or before                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

YANKEE AIR FORCE BYLAWS  ARTICLE II  -   PURPOSES 
 
The YAF is organized exclusively to obtain, restore, preserve     
and operate historic and vintage aircraft, related components 
for historical research and public educational purposes, and to     
establish a museum to facilitate the public display and        
exhibition of such items.  

Past Dates of Interest  

May 50/50 was won by  

Dave Tremain (Security) 
 who donated his winnings to the hangar fund  

   
        Yankee Air Force, Inc.  
        d/b/a Yankee Air Museum  
        A Non-Profit Organization 
                   501(c)(3)  
        47884 D Street (48111) 
        Willow Run Airport 
        PO Box 590 
        Belleville,  Michigan  USA  48112-0590 
 
 

        Hangar Happenings is the monthly newsletter  
       of the Yankee Air Museum. 
 
        Founding Editor:   Bill Abbott  
    1919  -  2000 
 

        Staff:         Contributors:                
        Dave ñDranoò Steiner      Dwight Koslowski 
        Pete Petersen       Al Hudson 
                Linda Terentiak 
        Rand Bitter 
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        Chair:    Ray Hunter 
        Vice -Chair:    Tom Matz 
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        Directors:     
        Bill Hanney   Dave Steiner 
        Brian Higgins   Jack Roush 
        William Rands III   Kevin Walsh 
        Dick Stewart   Dan Hale 
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Meeting Schedule  
 

General Membership  
1st Wednesday of Month - 7:30 PM 
Members FREE, non-members $5 

 

Flyable Aircraft Meeting  

2nd  Tuesday of months below - 3:00 PM 
December, March, June, Sept 

 

Board Meeting  
2nd Thursday of Month - 7:00 PM 

 

YAM Dispatch Riders Meeting  
3rd Saturday of Monthð10:00 AM 

 

Staff Meeting  
4th Saturday of Month - 10:00 AM  

All Department Chairs and Managers  
 
 
 

Phone: (734) 483 - 4030 

 

   FAX: (734) 483 - 5076 
www.yankeeairmuseum.org  

 

   Copyright © 2011 Yankee Air Force, Inc.  
 

Opinions expressed by our columnists are rightfully their own  
and do not necessarily reflect the outlook of our entire organization.  

 3-6 June 1942 Battle of Midway .  Decisive U.S. air and  

 naval victory over Japanese forces in the  
 Central Pacific 

  3 June 1959 Graduation of first USAF Academy class 
  5 June 1944 First long-range B-29  mission flown against 

 railroad shops in Bangkok, Thailand 

  5 June 1945 Last B-24 delivered from Consolidated San 
 Diego plant 

  6 June 1944  Allied troops land in Normandy in the D-Day  
 invasion of northern France 

  8 June 1995 Downed USAF F-16 pilot Capt. Scott 
 OôGrady rescued in Bosnia after 6 days alone 

  in  hostile territory  

15 June 1944 China-based B-29 s (47) of the 58th Bomb 
 Wing make the first attack (since Doolittle) on  

 Japanese homeland (Yawata) 
19-20 June 1944 Battle of the Philippine Sea.   ñThe Great 

 Marianas Turkey Shoot.ò  Japanese carrier air  arm 

 destroyed by U.S. naval aircraft 
22 June 1942 First Foreign Attack  on a Continental Military 

 Installation Since War of 1812.  Japanese 
 sub shells Ft. Stevens near Astoria, Oregon 

25 June 1986 Yankee Air Museum purchases B-17 
26 June 1948 Berlin Airlift  begins in response to Russian 

 blockade 

29 June 1945 Last B-24  delivered from Ford Willow Run 
 plant 

30 June 1943 As of this date the USAAF had accepted 2,988  
 Liberators of all models and types 

30 June 1950 President Truman authorizes air strike on 

 North Korea  
    June 2011 Yankee Air Museum marks 26th year of  

 ownership of its B-17 Yankee Lady  



Executive Director Report -  Randy Hotton 

 
This monthôs Executive Directorôs Report comes as we move into another busy summer of 
Yankee Air Museum activity. We continue to make real progress in obtaining our 2011 
goals set at our January off-site meeting.  Our number one goal remains getting a hangar 
for our flyable airplanes, and progress is being made.  We had a good meeting with the 
Wayne County Airport Authority to address infrastructure concerns and believe we made 
headway in resolving some of these issues.  As we announced last month we have 
moved into hangar space at Detroit Metro Airport for all three airplanes.   
 

 
Top four 2011 Goals 
1.  Enhance the visitor Experience with major improvement No Later Than (NLT) Dec 31

st
, one per quarter. 

The collection's and display committee has started making changes in the lay out of the high bay area.  
You will see that the steel cages in the Southwest corner have been removed.  This will make it look 
more like a museum rather than a workshop, but restoration work will continue as before. 

In place of the caged area the Willow Run Story Banners will be displayed.  
The Link Trainer will be moved to a location with the rest of the simulators  
The USA Jet DC-9 simulator has received a sponsor and will become animated to further enhance the 

visitor experience 
The Ford built B-24 center section restoration/preservation job is moving forward and should be ready to 

move into the center of the high bay area by the end of the summer.  
If you have not seen the Huey that was the backdrop of our May 21, Vietnam Veterans recognition 

event, you have really missed out.  It is really laid out well and even has a mannequin of Jerry 
Towler sitting in the right seat and a jury-rigged machine gun out the right side door.  

2. Hire a  Development Director NLT April 30
th 

 (Goal Achieved) 
3. Further develop Web Site to pursue E Commerce 

Hangar Happenings is now available on line in color on our Yankee Air Museum web site; contact mem-
bership, membership@yankeeairmuseum.org if you wish to no longer receive HH in the mail. That 
will save the Museum printing and mailing costs. (see more on pg 8) 

Our web site continues to produce revenue; we are now selling tickets to our events directly on our web 
site along with the retail store purchases.  The use of our web site as a sales and information tool 
will continue to grow this year. 

Our PR department is working with Sara Wagner to further enhance our social media exposure.  
We had a demonstration of museum fund raising and management software called ñDonor Perfectò in 

early May.  This is ideally suited for our Museum growth at this time and should soon be a tool to 
further enhance our operation. 

The Museum will soon have MS Office Outlook available to all Yankee Air Museum computers; this 
should allow a better sharing of Museum information/calendars/scheduling for all users. 

4.  We continue to work on defining our Marketing and Public Relations roles, this was going to be in our policy man-
ual NLT May 31

st
.  However with Yankee Air Museum Strategy meeting that took place on May 25

th
 we have further 

defined these roles and will delay the publishing of this policy. 
 

The staff set the following as sub-goals for the Museum without completion dates. 

¶ Membership:  A Membership Marketing meeting was held in early May to define our product and how to go 

about attracting more members to the Yankee air Museum.  This was further defined at our Yankee Air Museum 
Strategy meeting.  We have expanded our membership goals to include 3500 paying members and 1000 flex ride 
members for 2011. 
       We continue to look at all projects with the Return on Investment (ROI) as a factor to determine if we will pursue 
that project.  By eliminating many of the projects that did not match our museumôs theme we have saved the Yankee 
Air Museum over $50,000.  Work on the AT-11 has stopped and this project will be moved out of the T-Hangar this 
month. The Snow-Go, Vanette and A-6 projects have been de-accessed. 
 

General Membership Meetings:   
As I have said in my column before, these are ñnot to miss eveningsò.  In May we had a good turnout of nearly 60 
people to hear of my adventures flying P-3ôs around Vietnam.  There was a 50/50 pot of $132, Please come join us 
for the programs scheduled in the coming months. 
Jun:      ñBombs Awayò The story of military aviation in the State of Michigan. 
Jul: California Capitol Air Show ï Sacramento 2010, a gathering of P-38ôs, Dave Steiner 
Aug:   Ray Hunter will give an encore presentation on USAF Helicopter operation in Vietnam    
Sep:     Sandra O'Connell, author; An American Family in World War II, a B-17 pilotôs letters home 
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There are a few seats available for 
the most awesome C-47 trip of the 
year; The Wood, Fabric & Tail-
dragger fly-in to 64I.   
 
See page 13 for details and check 
out the web site 
ww.leebottom.com.  2010 was to 
be the last year for this event but 
Ginger and Rich Davidson got 
more help so it will continue to 
celebrate the Golden Age of Avia-

Yankee Board Chair Ray Hunter presents the Yankee Air 
Museum Liberator Award to cadet Calvin Heim. 
(editorôs note: This was reported last month but no photo 
was available at that time) 
 

Yankee Air Force Liberator Award  
UMROTC cadet Calvin Heim was awarded the Yan-
kee Air Force Liberator award, given annually to a U 
of M ROTC cadet.  Calvin is a sophomore majoring in 
Mechanical Engineering from Tecumseh, MI and he 
wants to be a Para-rescue officer.   
   The award is shown at right, a B-24 with a special 
nose art paint scheme of Michigan Stadium. 

DON BURKE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP WINNER  
 

The Yankee Air Museum Don Burke 
Memorial Scholarship is awarded to 
a deserving student pursuing stud-
ies in aviation other than being a 
pilot.   
 

This year's 2011 Don Burke Memo-
rial Scholarship winner was Robert 
Boyle.  A United States Air Force 
Veteran, Robert has always had a 
passion for aviation.  He spoke 
briefly about his time in the service 
at April's membership meeting.  
Robert intends to use the funds to-
wards certification exam fees and his tuition at MIAT.  Yankee Education 
Director is shown presenting Robert his award and check. 

Learn to Fly 
Private Pilot Flight Lessons 
Classic 1978 Cessna 172 

 

(No Garmin distractions) 
 

Contact Randy Hotton 
FAA Certified Flight Instructor 

Pilotyip@aol.com 
734-697-4754 

 
Paid advertisement 

Have A Yankee Story 
from Our First 30 

Years?  
 

If you have an interesting 
and/or humorous story youôd 
like to share at the Yankee 
Air Museum 30th Birthday 
GALA ,  take a few minutes 
to write it down and submit it 
for consideration for presen-
tation at the party this fall, or 
perhaps printing in HH.  
Send to  
hangarhapps@yankeeairmuseum.org 

NEW PRR on Web Page  
The finance committee has developed a 
new purchase/reimbursement requisition 
form.  It is posted on the Yankee HQ in-
ternal web page where you can 
download it.  Department heads are fa-
miliar with PRR procedures and rules, 
and those have not changed. 

mailto:Pilotyip@aol.com
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Team Drano Will  
Defend Golf   
War Title  
 

The 2011 Yankee Air Mu-
seum GOLF WAR will be 
held in September  27

th
 at 

Selfridge ANGB.  Last 
years winners were Team 
Drano, Dave ñDranoò 
Steiner, Mick Mininni, Matt 
Dame and Patrick Colbeck, 
pictured below with the 
coveted GOLF WAR IRON 
BAG trophy on which their 
names now reside. 
 
 

For more information about 
this event contact Dave 
Steiner 
dsteiner@blackmoreco.com, 

or call (800) 874-8660.   
 
Sponsors and players 
needed.  You need not be 
a low handicapper or even 
have a golf handicap to 
play in this event.  It is a 
best ball scramble, so just 
come out to have fun and 
play a course the public 
isnôt normally allowed on.  
Good meal too! 
 

Grand prize drawing for 
the event is a ride in the 
B-17.  How many golf out-
ings give you that oppor-
tunity!  

Speaking of Selfridge, Yankee Executive Director Randy Hotton  will be in the cockpit 

of the Lockheed P-3 Orion submarine hunter, the type he flew as a Naval Aviator, at 
the Selfridge Airpark Museum.  The former squadron members of VP 93, now dises-

tablished, help maintain and staff the plane for tours.  VP 93 home page is               
http://home.neo.rr.com/vp93/   or link to it and get more information about the Selfridge 

Museum from www.selfridgeairmuseum.org 

 
 

Security requires driverôs license, registration and 

proof of insurance for your vehicle to get on the base.    
 

Modest admission is charged for the museum/airpark. Get a 
personal tour from Randy on these Sunday afternoon dates.  

¶  June 12 
¶  July 17 
¶  August 7 
¶  September 4 
¶  October 16 & 30 

Bob Hassan 
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Hangar Happenings FLYER online  
Hangar Happenings FLYER, gets you the latest on whatôs hap-
pening at Yankee Air Museum.  Several have been sent out al-
ready.  Go to the Yankee home page and fill in the box as shown 
below.  Not to worry, the normal Hangar Happenings will be 
mailed to you as always.  
 

Subscribe here for the new Hangar Happenings FLYER . Keep 
up to date with all of the latest news and information about the 

Yankee Air Museum.  

Hangar Happenings  

 

 

Receive HTML?  

   DO IT TODAY!  
DONôT WORRY, YOU WILL CONTINUE TO  
RECEIVE THE REGULAR HANGAR HAPPENINGS IN 
YOUR MAILBOX FROM THE POSTAL SERVICE 

Are you signed up to get the 

latest info on yankee?  

Kroger Community Rewards: YOU MUST 
REUP FOR 2011/12 STARTING APRIL 2011  
 

Yankeeôs enrollment for the last year ended on April 30, 
2011 so you must re -enroll for the period May 1, 2011 
through April 30, 2012.   This may be done anytime after 

April 1, 2011 but now must be done online.    

Enroll at www.krogercommunityrewards.com. Have your 
Kroger Plus Card number ready (the twelve numbers below 
the barcode) if you already have one.  You will also need 
an email address and you must enter a password of your 
choice.   If you donôt have a Kroger Plus Card you can get 
one immediately at your local Kroger service desk.  The 
Yankee Air Museum registered number is 83614, but Yan-
kee will be on a pull-down list on the registration site. 

This program is for Kroger shoppers in Michigan only.  Just 
make sure you have a Kroger card  registered to Yankee 

Air Museum.  Any friend of Yankee can register.  

 

Yankee Dog Taggers  
 

If youôd like to become a member of the Dog Tag 
and Retail team and be eligible to be chosen for 
air show trips get in contact with Steve Hopper in 
retail, www.retail@yankeeairmuseum.org .  
Interested candidates will be contacted by Steve 
for DT school. 

JOSIE YANKEE  

YANKEE AIR  FORCE  

DOG  TAG  CERT 

MAY 21  

HUEY HAPPENING  

 

RENEW 

NOW  
FOR 2011/2012 

Please Sign up online !   

The Membership Department 

needs help! 

 

Well other than the obviouséé.. 

 

The Membership Department needs an able volunteer 

to maintain our Membership records, enter new and 

renewal Membership information and assist with 

mailings.   You must be a current Member, comfort-

able working with computers and confidential infor-

mation and periodically be able to help Jim control 

his computer frustrations.  

For more information, please contact 

jim.race@yankeeairmuseum.org or 

jerace@talkamerica.net. 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/
mailto:jim.race@yankeeairmuseum.org
mailto:jerace@talkamerica.net
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Lauren is back and YOU need to get busy ! 

 

Become a Yankee Star!  Sign up a new Member of the Yankee Air Museum by  

July 4 and you will receive a free ticket to Thunder Over Michigan.  

Sign up two new Members and you will receive two free tickets.  
(All Members will continue to receive a free admission ticket to Thunder Over Michigan.) 

Donôt disappoint Lauren. 


