
 

 

Celebrating our 30th year !                      may 2011  

Hoofin It for a Hangar  
See page 4 for information 
about the 2K walk and 
5Kand 10K runs that will 
also be held in conjunction 
with this Yankee event. 
 
The hangar runs entry fee 
includes a T-shirt, pancake 
breakfast AND entry in a 
drawing to win a ride in the 
B-17. 
 
Entry form and payment 
must be received by May 
14th.  

HUEY HAPPENING 
Special event to raise 
funds for the Huey exhibit 
& Vietnam Veterans of 
America Chapter 310 of 
Washtenaw County. 
 

May 21
st

 

Pig Roast 12 -4 

Yankee Air Museum  
 

Adults $17.50 

Kids 12-18 $12.50 

CASH BAR 
 

Tickets for sale on the 
Yankee web site and at 
the Museum store.   
 

Bob Mason, author of the 
NY Times bestseller 
Chickenhawk will be there 
to speak and sign books.  
He is the stick buddy of 
Yankee member Jerry 

Towler.  
 

60ôs music with DJ ñBig 
Daddy Gò  
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Hangar happenings - newsletter of the yankee air museum  

 

To contact Hangar Happeningôs 
E-mail: hangarhapps@yankeeairmuseum.org  

Phone: (734) 483 -4030   ext 247  

june 2011 issue deadline is  may 13TH  
BUT better to turn in items  may 1 st or before                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

YANKEE AIR FORCE BYLAWS  ARTICLE II  -   PURPOSES 
 
The YAF is organized exclusively to obtain, restore, preserve     
and operate historic and vintage aircraft, related components 
for historical research and public educational purposes, and to     
establish a museum to facilitate the public display and        
exhibition of such items.  

Past Dates of Interest  

April 50/50 was won by Gary Justice who donated it to the Han-
gar fund.  Maybe our biggest POT ever!  Joe Toth, Henry 
Grudzien, Bob Hynes , Gary (again) and Al Hudson won 
books.   Jerry Towler gave an excellent talk about his experi-
ences in Vietnam.    Be sure to buy tickets on the web site 
NOW for the May 21st Huey event as it will no doubt sell out.  
Jerry and his stick buddy Bob Mason will talk about flying the 

Huey. Jerry had 1000 sorties,  some 700 of them combat flights.  

   
        Yankee Air Force, Inc.  
        d/b/a Yankee Air Museum  
        A Non-Profit Organization 
                   501(c)(3)  
        47884 D Street (48111) 
        Willow Run Airport 
        PO Box 590 
        Belleville,  Michigan  USA  48112-0590 
 
 

        Hangar Happenings is the monthly newsletter  
       of the Yankee Air Museum. 
 
        Founding Editor:   Bill Abbott  
    1919  -  2000 
 

        Staff:         Contributors:                
        Dave ñDranoò Steiner      Dwight Koslowski 
        Pete Petersen       Robert Hassan 
                Al Hudson 
                Linda Terentiak 
        Rand Bitter 
         

Officers of the Yankee Air Force:  
 

        Chair:    Ray Hunter 
        Vice -Chair:    Tom Matz 
        Secretary:    Speed Gant 
        Treasurer:    Larry Frincke  
           
        Directors:     
        Bill Hanney   Dave Steiner 
        Brian Higgins   Jack Roush 
        William Rands III   Kevin Walsh 
        Dick Stewart   Dan Hale 
                            
        Executive Director   Randy Hotton 
         Ex Officio:      Dennis Norton 
 

 

Meeting Schedule  
 

General Membership  
1st Wednesday of Month - 7:30 PM 
Members FREE, non-members $5 

 

Flyable Aircraft Meeting  

2nd  Tuesday of months below - 3:00 PM 
December, March, June, Sept 

 

Board Meeting  
2nd Thursday of Month - 7:00 PM 

 

YAM Dispatch Riders Meeting  
3rd Saturday of Monthð10:00 AM 

 

Staff Meeting  
4th Saturday of Month - 10:00 AM  

All Department Chairs and Managers  
 
 
 

Phone: (734) 483 - 4030 

 

   FAX: (734) 483 - 5076 
www.yankeeairmuseum.org  

 

   Copyright © 2011 Yankee Air Force, Inc.  
 

Opinions expressed by our columnists are rightfully their own  
and do not necessarily reflect the outlook of our entire organization.  

  1 May 1942 First B-24D assembled at Consolidated Ft. 

 Worth plant accepted by USAAF  
  2 May 1952 First commercial jet passenger service:  

 BOAC deHavilland Comet from London, 
 England, to Johannesburg, South Africa 

  3 May 1952 First successful aircraft landing at the North 

 Pole:  a C-47 ! 
  4-8 May 1942 US achieves strategic victory in first aircraft 

 carrier battle: Battle of the Coral Sea  off 
 Australian coast 

  5 May 1866 Civil War dead honored in Waterloo, New 
 York; considered first Memorial Day  

  5 May 1945 Only US deaths  in Continental US during 

 WWII. Japanese fireballoon bomb kills 6 
 Americans on Gearhart Mt. near Bly, Oregon 

  6 May 1937 Explosion of the airship Hindenburg at 
 Lakehurst, New Jersey 

  6 May 1945 Last Liberator  U-Boat kill.  U-1008 by RAF 

 Lib.  (Total 89 U-Boats sunk by Liberators)   
  8 May 1945 VE Day  World War II victory in Europe  

14 May 1908 First passenger flight  in a Wright aircraft  
 at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina 

14 May 1941 Womenôs Army Corps formed 
14 May 1944 Dallas North American and Tulsa Douglas 

 start producing B-24J s 

21 May 1927 Charles Lindbergh completes solo flight 
 from New York across Atlantic Ocean to  

 Paris, France 
31 May 1945 All B-24 production terminated  

    May 1950 Third Saturday in May proclaimed Armed 

 Forces Day by President Truman 
    May 1971 Last Monday in May named US national 

 Memorial Day  



 

Executive Director Report ð Randy Hotton 

 
This monthôs Executive Directorôs Report comes at an exciting time as we continue to move 
forward with our plans for 2011. We are making real measurable progress towards our 2011 
goals set at our January off-site meeting.  By having assessable completion dates for our 
goals, we can now measure our advance and keep you fully informed as we move forward.   
Our number one goal remains getting a hangar for our flyable airplanes and we are happy to 
announce we have obtained space at Detroit Metro Airport for all three airplanes and we will 
be moving into these hangars for the summer and maybe longer.   
 

Top four 2011 Goals 
1.  Enhance the visitor Experience with major improvement No Later Than (NLT) Dec 31

st
, one per quarter. 

The collection's and display committee has made great progress by enhancing our displays in the high bay 
area.  They have obtained surplus previously owned museum display cases from the Henry Ford Mu-
seum.  These will be used for additional displays from our extensive collection.  

The Huey has been given a new paint job and markings to look like the UH-1 that Jerry Towler and Bob 
Mason flew in Vietnam. It will be the backdrop of our May 21

st
  Vietnam Veterans recognition event. 

Buy tickets online on Yankee web site now.  Download the poster and email it to your friends.    
2.  Hire a  Development Director NLT April 30

th
 

We are excited to announce that we have hired a professional Fundraiser as Development Director.   
Her name is Velda Garcia-Fayz and she will be joining our staff in May 
She is a resident of Canton and comes from the Detroit Science Museum where she was successful in 

raising money for their projects and operations. 
Velda made presentations at our April Board of Directors and at our April Staff Meeting. 

3. Further develop Web Site to pursue E Commerce 

Hangar Happenings is now available on line on our Yankee Air Museum web site 
We have made great progress in setting up our web site to produce revenue.  We are now selling tickets 

to our events directly on our web site. 
The retail store now has a link on our web site and you can buy merchandize directly from our store on-

line.  This will continue to grow as additional products are added to our on-line store. 
Our next web site goal for 2011 is to have viable social media interface, Facebook, Twitter, to increase 

publicity for the Museum.  The committee is getting valuable professional input from a variety of 
sources to include Herb Gillen Marketing and Eastern Michigan University.  

4.  Define Marketing and Public Relations roles, persons responsible, process for input and execution, this will 
     be put into the YAM policy manual NLT May 31

st
 

The PR department has set a goal of having attendance at every Chamber of Commerce in the local area 
by a member of the PR department.  If you would like to represent the Yankee air Museum on a local 
Chamber of Commerce, let Bob Hynes know and he will set you up.   

Our Marketing Company has set up a mass mailer to a local zip code in order to sell additional flex rides.  
They are also going to do a trial promotion of our B-17 ñBarnstormingò circuit.  

 

The staff set the following as sub goals for the museum without completion dates. 

¶ Communications: Better information from Executive Director on museum goals and progress 

¶ Membership: Work toward goal of 3500 members for 2011, we will be forming a Membership Marketing Commit-

tee to look at changes in the way we market memberships. 
Return on Investment (ROI): We will determine if the project meets YAM long term goals or is the project a money pit 
that absorbs scare resources with little possibility of generating revenue in the future? In keeping with this priority we 
have discontinued work on the following projects. 

AT-11, this will be de-accessed or possibly converted to a static display, this project was nearly $100,000 
from completion and would never return the investment 

The Snow-Go and Van-et will also be de-accessed because they would require major expenditure of 
money to complete and do not fit the Museum display mission. 

 

General Membership Meetings:   
These are ñNot to Miss Eveningsò.  In April we had a record turnout, 85 people and 50/50 pot of $186, for Jerry Towler, 
Chickenhawkôs stick buddy, and the story of the Huey in Vietnam.  Those who were there enjoyed a great story. 
Please come join us for the programs scheduled.  
May: Operation ñMarket Timeò sealing off South Vietnamôs Coast 
Jun:      ñBombs Awayò The story of military aviation in the State of Michigan. 

  3  
 



4    

 

Hangar happenings - newsletter of the yankee air museum  

Call Tracy Frink  
(734) 483-4030 ext 237 or 

tracy.frink@yankeeairmuseum.org  
for entry form or more information   

regarding the Hangar run 

ENTRY  DEADLINE MAY 14TH 

There are a few seats available for 
the most awesome C-47 trip of the 
year; The Wood, Fabric & Tail-
dragger fly-in to 64I.   
 
See page 12 for details and check 
out the web site 
ww.leebottom.com.  2010 was to 
be the last year for this event but 
Ginger and Rich Davidson got 
more help so it will continue to 
celebrate the Golden Age of Avia-

Yankee Air Force Liberator Award  
UMROTC cadet Calvin Heim was awarded the Yan-
kee Air Force Liberator award, given annually to a U 
of M ROTC cadet.  Calvin is a sophomore majoring in 
Mechanical Engineering from Tecumseh, MI and he 
wants to be a Para-rescue officer.   
   The award is shown at right, a B-24 with a special 
nose art paint scheme of Michigan Stadium. 

Help Needed for VIP Break-
fast area on Memorial Day  
 
Contact Brian Fowler if you want 
to help serve breakfast in the in-
door VIP area on Memorial Day.  
This will be our first pancake 
breakfast in our new home so we 
are expecting quite a crowd.  
Many patrons take advantage of 
the excellent service offered by 
Brian and crew. 
Email Brian at bmforgans@aol.com 



Above: Tom Smith EAA Chapt 113 
pres.  Attend their brkfst June 19, 
see HORIZON page 
Left:  Cookie Master and crew had 
successful bake sale 
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Polishing Party 2011  
 
The number of attendees at the Bomber Buffing at Grosse Ile on April 9

th
 were down from last yearôs 

huge turnout, but there were still more than enough people to give the AC a thorough polishing.  The 
parking guys enjoyed the lack of action to head inside early and do some buffing to get warm.  Mem-
bership signed up 16 new members.   Those folks can see and download their cockpit photos taken 
by Rand Bitter and Al Hudson at the Yankee Photo Gallery website maintained by Dwight 
Koslowski,  http://public.fotki.com/Kos/members_photo_galle/, where you may also see many other 
photos of the event in color.  General Savage even made an appearance to boost moral (or kick 
butts?) of the bomber buffers. 
 

Speaking of downloads.  Have you had a look at the Yankee web site lately?  Thereôs a lot going on 
there.   Buy tickets for Yankee events.  Color versions of Hangar Happenings are now being posted.  
Also check the latest air show schedule.   No space for it in this issue of HH.  See you on M-Day. 

Above: BB is a family event 
Right: Young bomber buffers 
Below:  Grandfather and granddaughter? 

Above: On the B-25 
Above right: Detailing the Doug 
Right: Gen Savage with future 
aviators 

D
ispatch riders

 

All photos by Al Hudson 

Thank you bakers!  

http://public.fotki.com/Kos/members_photo_galle/

